Konz tal-Qiegh

HOOKS AND LINES

Set longlines

09.3.0

The bottom set longlines are locally known as Konz tal-Qiegh. 

These longlines usually have between 1000 and 2000 hooks. The size of the hooks depends on the species targeted (sizes 7, 8 and 9). Pieces of chub mackerel are used to bait the hooks. The longlines are wound up in a circular basket and the hooks are attached to cork which border the rim of the basket.

These vessels could be at sea for up to six days. The longlines are set at 2 a.m. The longlines are in the water for approximately two hours, then they are pulled out, the capture is landed, the hooks are baited and the longlines are set again. The fishermen keep on fishing during the day and approximately around 9 p.m. they stop fishing. They start again with the fishing operation at 2 a.m.

Usually these longlines are set in deep rocky areas well away from the shore (12 hours trip), near the slope, at depths ranging from 150 to 300 m. 

This fishery takes place mainly between the periods January-May, and August-October, but it is also undertaken throughout the year.

Breams (Pagellus spp), wreckfish (Polyprion americanus), grouper (Epinephelus alexandrinus), common seabream (Pagrus pagrus), scorpionfish (Scorpaena scrofa) and gurnards (Trigla spp) are the main targeted species. 

Vessels are usually bigger than 10 m length. Approximately 30 vessels are engaged in this fishery.

The product is commercialised fresh. The product is consumed mainly in Malta but there are also some exports.

